VICEEOYS  OF INDIA
Here he did really good work in improving the finances,
the system of agriculture and the education of the negro
population. He left such a satisfactory record that in 1846
he was offered by Lord John Russell the Governor-General-
ship of Canada. While in Jamaica Elgin had lost his
wife; and he now married Lady Mary Lamb ton, daughter
of the 1st Earl of Durham, who had held the same office
a few years earlier. Canada was at that time poor and
disunited. The Rebellion of 1838 had not been forgotten;
the British and Trench populations were mutually antag-
onistic; and the Free Trade Act of 1846 had cost the
millowners heavy losses.
At first Elgin had a difficult time in Canada. He was
even stoned when going to open Parliament, and he had
to remove the seat of government from Montreal to
Quebec and Toronto. But he was cautious, sensible and
patient, and by the time his eight years of office were over
he had become a popular and successful Governor; among
other exploits and mainly by his own personal exertions,
he had concluded a valuable reciprocity treaty with the
United States. While in Canada he had been made a
Knight of the Thistle and given a barony of the United
Kingdom with a seat in the House of Lords, and in 1854
when4he came home he had a promising reputation,
For two years he remained silent and independent,
though Lord Palmerston offered him a place in Ms Cabinet.
Then in 1857 he was asked to go as special Envoy to China
in order to settle some long outstanding disputes, if
necessary by arms, He was accompanied by a considerable
force; but on arriving at Singapore he received despatches
from Lord Canning in India informing him of the outbreak
of the Mutiny and asking Hm urgently for help* Elgin
could take decisions quickly; he at once sent ofi the whole
of his troops to India; and this undoubtedly bore a great
part in finally quelling the rebellion* He went on alone
to Hong Kong, but finding Ms expected reinforcements did
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